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For 
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Bryan A. Fuller 



examiner oryau ■mj-j-^i- 
Reduced-Density Proppants and Methods of Using Reduced-Density Proppants 
to Enhance Their Transport in Well Bores and Fractures 



Commissioner for Pstants 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1460 
ATTENTION: GROUP DIRECTOR 

TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AFTER 
MAYING DATE OF FINAL ACTION, NOTICE O^aSoWANC^^ 
OR ACTION THAT CLOSES PROSECUTION BUT BEFORE 
PAYMENT OF ISSUE FEE (37 CJ".R. § l^(d)) 



«*"T»f»ATIOII UNOER 37 C.F.II. f f l^a) uni 1.10* 

men usmg Express Mail, the Express MeK label number is nmndetov 
Express Mail certification Is optional^ 
I hereby certify that, on ttie date shown betow, this correspondence is being: 

MAIUNQ 

la tleposited with the United states Postal Service in an en«afor»«irtrtr«o»»w«„r- 

Box 145a. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 ^ addressed to Commissioner for Patents. P.O. 

37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a) 37 C FR § 110 * 
a with sufficient postage as finrt dass mafl. □ as "Express Mall Po^'o^ to Addressee- 
Mailing Label No. _ fr««datofy| 

TRANSMISSION 

□ facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office, (703) 



Date: 



mm 




Tammy Knight 



(type or print name of person certifying) 

.o^X''<^Tc:::!r^^^^^^^^ fZ^t escalation, althou,!, the ^te 

timeliness. See § 1.703(9. C^s^'ExTm^ mTpL^ZTIZ I <*efer,n,n/r,g 
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NOTE: 37 C.F.R. 1.97(d): An information disclosure statement sMI to considered bv the omc^ it k «. 

J^J^TSL^ »"3,anof,ceo/a//o»..ancean<terj 1.311. or an action that ott^!^^^^ 

1^ 9Wj/catfo«;. provided that the infomrnHon disclosure statement « file^Z 
payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by: w on or oenws 



r'r"™"*'Vt f^'vrivmf uiat tflU in 

payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by: 

(1) The statement specified in paragraph (e) of tfi/s sectfon; and 

(2) The fee set forth in § 1.17(p). 

1^"*^^ disclosure statement that contains the items required by 37 C.F.R § 1 97(d) is filed 

TIMB OP TRANSMITTAL OF ACCOMPANYING 
INPORMATiON MSCLOSURB mTCMEN? 

1. The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is beina filed attars fin^i 
acticr, under § 1.113. or a notice of allowance under § 13 1 whSfw^ J^itl^ 
but before, or simultaneously with, the payment of thl l^eZ 

'"^'^ 's1rS!!:^^, ^Srj'f^'''^. toa//o.app/,canttfn» to sutmit an information disclosure 
so»rontw// be denied as failing to present good and sufficient reasons, since 37 C FRls^ 

a continued prosecution applic^i<^(CPA) Zl uiTl VtSi IT^ o' «etto« *, 

wamlnatlon (RCE) under f l.iu ^ ^ ^'^^ " **" f^tlnued 

STATEMENT, PETITION AND FEE 

2. In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R, § i .97(d): 

^ §T.9?(er^'"^ transmittal is a statement, as specified In 37 C.F.R. 
B. Applicant suljmlts the petition fee set forth In § 1.17(p) ($180 00) 

^^^^ 

FEE DUE 

3. Petition fee due (§ 1.1 7(p)): $180.00 
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METHOD OF PAYMENT OP PEE 

4. 

□ Attached is a □ check □ money order in the amount of $ 
a Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $ 180.00 
B to Deposit Account No. 08-0300 

° fl^'pTO^^ °" ^^""^^ """^"^^ '"^O'^ation authorization 
WARNINQ: Cmdit card fnfoanatlon should net be included on this torn as it way become public 

A duplicate of this paper is attached. 
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Robert A. Kent 



Tel. No.: ( 58() 251-3125 fiyP^ or print name of practitlonei) 

P.O. Box 1431 



Customer No.: Address 

Duncan. OK 73536-0440 
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PraetnioMr's Doelc«t No. 2003-iP-0l0083Ul MTEMT 

IN THI UNITBD STATIt PATBNT AND TRAOCMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Justus, et al. 

Group No. 3676 
Application No.: lo / 615.543 Examiner Bryan A. Fuller 
Filed: 07/08/2003 

For Reduced-Density Froppants and Methods of Using Reduced-Density Proppants 

to Enhance Their Transport in Well Bores and Fractures 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1460 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1460 

STATEMENT FOR INFORMATION DISCLOSURE UNDER 
37 C JJL S l.^(e) 

S^S^^S^Z!!!^^'^'^^ l S6(c)mon1hanlhnB months prior 

to tfw mng of th& Informaden dactoatm statoment. • 37 C.FJI. § 1.97(0}. 

l^<Mrthonnt a^tBmontundor§ 1.97(b), H dooa not matter whothor any MMttual wUti a duty of 
<^J^'>otualfykrmrabout^^ 



ennpicATiON uNom 97 cpjl m i.8fa| and i.io* 

(iMw) ittkv Bipreaa km the BqiTBU IMI kM nmtor b mmM^ 
Exfmas Mall eertOcatlon la optlontg.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this corrsspondsnce Is being: 

MAIUNQ 

37C^.R.§1^ 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 • 

wimsuffkHem postage as first class maU. □ as -Express Man Post Office to Addiessee" 

Mailing laM Ho. 
TRAN8MI8»0N 
□ facstrriiie trarismmed to the Patem and Tradernark 



Date: 



mm 

Tammy Knight 




ftype or print name of person certifying 



' Onfy the date of filing (§ 1-6) wlii be the date used in a patent tenn adlustnwnt caieulati^ 
on any certmeate of maiilng or transmission under § I.B^tinuesS^S^ 

(§ ^'^<9)f^ the mpiy to tmaecofded the eariiest possible m 
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Is that each Item of briomaHen in an infbnnation disdosure statement wasdtedbta seaieh «xvt*»» 
a ps^t o ffice outia ae the US. not mom than thme months prior to the filing Oate^^SmSS. 
i^a^mm cerM^ it wouU not matter whether any Individual with a <luty actually I^^S^ 
^^inf^^rmatlonc^ 

that no item of information contained In the information diacloaum statement was dtedlTa 

! il't^Z!^^* '2*'^'^ ^f'^toany individual ha^ 

^ ""^ P'lo'fothefUlngofthe statement' Mott» of January! 

»ttBe "»n<hso/ te^oM in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart hnSt 
application, the certtHcation can be property made regardless of arty MMdual's emte^toaul^ 
of the Momumn.' Id.. 1135 O.G. at I^L § 6(SmTpErmS!n 

NOm date on the communicatkintv the foreign palamoffioatieglns the 3-m^ 
>^'»themaiyofanmceactlonstarlsa3^sho^ 

SLST*^ ^'^'^''^^^^^'^P^'^notihedateitmccrnmunStS^ 
'^^^'V a fbmign associate or the date It was received IV a 

f^statementwiOtmccnslderedtohavetieenfiiedonlhediaethealatem^^ 
or on en earlier date of mailing or transmission ^ ace«rwv«/W JvSSi^^ 

£WW Afar delivery under 37 C.F.R. 1.10.' See § 609B(S}. M.P.EP.. Uh EdMon. '^^^ 
'^^'^^''f<>f»^ofpatentsandtechnlealput}licallen%e^ 

of any one thereof to the application. Notice of Jamjary 9. 1^ 11350^ n^lTt^^iT^^ 
See § 609B(S). M.P.E.P.. 8th Edition: 

Jlr.t^!^!^!^!''^ ^"T^ a copy o/ a owed communication from a foreign 

on»e communication, the copy will be accepted as the requbed commumcatlon. n win be ruZ^ 
^pT^SSr* the contrary, that the c^Zmlcation ^^^cJSlSSSS 

'In the altemative. e statment can be made if no Ham of Information contained in the mionr^ 
'^«<^'f«'B"^^atedtnacommunlc^^^ 
^^^^.^^l<nowledgeofthepe,sonsigningtheS^ 

I^V^^'attZ^ n.ed nof be submitted with the certification. Notice of April 20. 

1!!!*/^ '^JP^"9 masonable Inquiry makes it dear that the IndMdual maUng the statement 
has a duty to make mesonable inquiry regarding the fycia that are being cerlHledvS St^S^ 
be made by a registered pmcmioner who represents a foreign dlentmdw^^JJ^^^^J^ 
by the foreign dient as to the date the l'^ti<S iSb!^^!^^,^^ 

ff»^tt/B. mofltfis. however, cannot make the statement without making reasonab^Zv ?^ 
STfi c^TZ^"^ a PaW/ca«on to t,e attorney prosecuting anXZSJ7/<?SS,lSj 
Sf « 5? tf»e Office, the attorney should inquire as to when that imwrter becameZmnof 

the publication and should not submit a statement under 37 CPU 1 97fe^iZ H^tm^^l 
satislactory response is mceived. Tt>e statement can be Z^ r^pi^ 

See § 6098(5), M.P.ER, 8th Edition. 
"Although it is recognized that an individual aetuaily becomes aware of thm infrsrmnfi^^ .k- 

mrrununiation. >f t occurs prior to a Una awareness of the sarrte information would Ji^ZmmmZl 
tbrSlingofaninfomiatlon disdosure statement withouta fee'inai^fiS!!^^SS^u^^a^^, 
Notice of January 9. 1992. 113S0.Q. 73-25, at 19 (emphaJtSde^^^ ^ 
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/VOTE- 



NOTE: 



NOTE: 



1. 



Th9mmBabsermofanlt»mofln1brmattonfr^ 

to mpnsent an opportunity to the submiaaion of a Item known mom than thme montha prior to 
the filing of an information tSadoaure statement to an intMdual having the duty of dladoaum under 
§ 7.561 62 fW. f^. 53.131. 53.150 (Oct TO. 1997). r unoer 

'r^>OSIaGenakieredfBedaaofthedateltiareoei}mdinthef^.oron^ 
or tranamiaaion If done so with a property executed certificate of maHing or facsimne tranamiaaion under 
37C.F.R,§ 1,3, orifitiainGomptianoewtththeprov^kmafor'Expreaaim'd^i\myundv37CF 
§ 1.10, See § 609^ 8th Edhhn. 

'The cmttficatlon under S r97(a) ahouid be made l)y a peraon who haa f(nowledge of the fac^ 
oerUfM. Thecermcationcanbemedebyapracminerwhorapresantaafor^dientandwhoreliea 
on atatementa made by the foreign dientaa to the date the inlbnnation first be& 
who raceiw information from a dient without being Informed whether the information was known for 
more than three montha. however, cannot make the certification whhout mMng reaaonMe inatAv' 
Nottoe of January 9. 1992. 1136 O.Q. 73-25 at 19. 

'^fBnncotmtBfpartfbraign 

the U.S. appiication or a foreign application baaed an the other, or that the diachaurea of the US and 
foreign patent app&cationa are aubatantlvely kienticai (e. g.. an apf^icadon fUedinthe European Patent 
Offk»ctolming the aame UK priority aadaimed in the U.$.epplkation).'isfoticeo^ 1992(1139 
O.Q. 37-41. 39). See § 609B(5). h4.P£.P.. 8th BUtion. ' 

'Indivkfuaia other than the attorney, agent or Inventor may comply with tftia aecUon by diadoaina 
infomnadon to the attorney, agent or inventor." 37 C.F.R § 1.56(d) and 

"Inrnduata aaaodated with the fhing or proeecution of a patent appUcaUon witNn the meaning of thia 
aectlon we: 

(1) each Inventor named In the eppffcation: 

(2) each attorney or agent who preparea orproaecutea the appllcathn; and 

(3) every other peraon who la aubatantiveiy involved in the preparation or proaecution of the 
application and whole aaaodated with the inventor, vi^th the aaaignee or wi^ 

la an obligation to aaaign the application.'' 37 C.F.R. § 7,5fifel. 

IDBNTIFICATION OF INFORMATIOir DISCtOSURE STATEMENT 
FOR WHICH THIS STATEMENT IS BEINO MADE 

This statement is being made for the Infomiatlon Disclosure Statement 
K} accompanying this statement. 
□ filed (date) 



NOTE- 



NOTE: 



NOTE: 



STATEMENT 

A atatement under 37 aPn $ 1-97(e) need not be In the fbmn of an oath or a dedaration un<^ 37 
C.F.R.§ 1.68.Aatatementunder37C.F.R.§ 1S7(e)byaregi3teredpractitionerorany other individual 
that the atatement waa filed wmn the 3'month period of dther the firat citation by a foreign patent 
offkeorf^tSacoveryoftheinfomnation will be accepted aa diapoaitive of compliance with mia proviaion 
in the abaence of evidence to the contrary. § 60980). M.P.E.P., 8th Edition. 
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2. I, the person(s) signing below state: 

® that each item of information contained in the infonnatlon disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office In a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
infonmatlon disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 
NOTE: yf^thme month poriod starts from the mail^ 

of Januarys, 1992, 7735 0.0. 73-25 at 79. The maiiir^ date ia the ''date on the cornnuinication 
the foreign patent offioe.' Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.Q. 37-41, 3^ 

OR 

□ that no item of infonnatlon contained in the infomriation disclosure statement 
was cited In a communication from a foreign patent office In a counterpart foreign 
application and. to my knowledge, after making reasonable inquiry, no Item of 
infonnatlon contained in this Infonnatlon disclosure statement was known to any 
individual designated In § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
the infonmatlon disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), 
NOTE: "The time at which infonnatlon 'was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. h5$(€)'to the t^ 
when the information was discovered in association with the application even If awareness of the 
fna^lty came tatar.' Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 0.(3. 37-47. 40). Section 609B(S). M.P,E.R. 8th 
Edition. 

IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONfS) HAKINO THIS STATBMENT 

3. The person making this statement Is 

(check each applicable Item) 
(a) □ the inventor(s) who signs below 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(b) □ a person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the 
application, and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee, or with 
anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(c)) and who signs below. 



SIGNATURE OF PERSON MAKING STATEMBfT 



(type name of person ¥vho ia signing) 



Address of person who is signing 
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(c) IS the practitioner who signs below on the basis of the infonmatlon: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the inventor(s). 

□ supplied by an individual designated in § 1.S6(c). 
(3 in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 28,626 

Tel. No. 680 ) 251-3125 




SIGNATURE OF PRACTmONER 



Robert A> l^mt 



(type or print neune of practhhrtei) 
P.O. Rny 1411 



Customer No.: P O. Address 

Duncan, OK 73536-0440 
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Information Discl<^re Citation j$ 
Applr^Uon 




Application No. 
10/615,543 


A 

« 
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lustus, et al. 


Docket Number 
2003-IP-010083U1 


Group Art Unit 
3676 


Filing Date 
07/08/2003 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INIT. 


DOCUMENT NO. 


looUt/KUD. 

DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


rILINu 
DATE 




3.123,138 


03/03/64 


Robichaux 
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33 


08/23/62 




3.199.590 


08/10/65 


Young 
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166 
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12/28/65 




4,031.958 
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Sandiford, et al. 


166 


270 
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5,285,849 


02/15/94 


Surles, et al. 


166 


295 


07/06/92 




5.836,391 


11/17/98 


Jonasson, et al. 


166 


295 


07/16/96 




6,302,207 B1 


10/16/01 


Nguyen, et al. 


166 


276 


02/15/00 








































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INIT. 


DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


Yes 


No 




EP 1362978A1 


11/19/03 


European 


E21B 


43/02 


X 




































































NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INIT. 


DOCUMENT (Including Author, Title, Source, and Pertinent Pages) 


Date 

































EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whettier or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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